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SUBJECT: PENA GOMEZ SLIPS ON NATIONALIZATION 

1 . JOSE FRANCISCO PENA GOMEZ, SECRETARY GENERAL OF MAJOR 
OPPOSITION PARTY, THE PARTIDO REVOLUCIONARIO DOMINICANO 
(PRD), DECLARED ON JUNE 12 THAT HIS PARTY WOULD NATIONALIZE 
COMPLETELY OR PARTIALLY ALL MULTINATIONAL FIRMS OPERATING IN 
THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. THE REMARKS WERE MADE DURING AN 
ORGANIZING MEETING AT A PRD BRANCH IN THE RURAL TOWN OF MONTE 
PLATA. PENA GOMEZ, APPARENTLY CARRIED AWAY BY THE ENTHUSIASM 
OF THE CROWD, CALLED FOR COMPLETE NATIONALIZATION OF ROSARIO 
(GOLD MINING) AND 50 PERCENT NATIONALIZATION OF CENTRAL ROMANA 
(SUGAR AND CATTLE SUBSIDIARY OF GULF AND WESTERN), ALCOA 
EXPLORATION CORP. AND FALCONBRIDGE (FERRO NICKEL MINING AND 
SMELTING). 

2. PENA'S STATEMENT WAS NOT AUTHORIZED BY THE PRD AND IS OUT 
OF STEP WITH THE EVOLVING PRD POSITION ON FOREIGN INVESTMENT. 

IT CAUGHT OTHER PRD LEADERS BY SURPRISE AND CAUSED SOME 
CONSTERNATION. THE STATEMENT WENT EVEN BEYOND THE HARD LINE 
TAKEN BY THE PRD IN ITS 1974 ELECTION PLATFORM AND DID NOT 
REFLECT ANY OF THE SLOW MOVEMENT OF THE PARTY AWAY FROM THE 
RADICAL RHETORIC OF THAT CAMPAIGN. THE PRD IS AT THIS TIME 
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IN THE PROCESS OF RE-THINKING ITS POLICY TOWARD FOREIGN 
INVESTMENT AND THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT THE MAJORITY OF 
THE LEADERS WILL INSIST ON A MORE PRAGMATIC APPROACH TO 
FOREIGN INVESTMENT, REALISTICALLY EXAMINING THE ALTER- 
NATIVES FOR THE COUNTRY IN ITS SEARCH FOR DEVELOPMENT 
CAPITAL AND TECHNOLOGY. SEVERAL PARTY LEADERS HAVE TOLD 
EMBASSY OFFICERS THAT THEY EXPECT THE PARTY TO IDENTIFY 
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CLEARLY THE SECTORS WHICH WOULD BE OPEN TO FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
AND THOSE RESERVED FOR DOMINICAN CAPITAL, PRIVATE AND PUBLIC. 

3. PENA PAID PERSONAL VISITS TO SEVERAL NEWSPAPERS TO ASK 
THAT HIS REMARKS NOT BE PRINTED. "EL NACIONAL" DIRECTOR 
MOLINA MORILLO REFUSED TO COMPLY WITH THE REQUEST AND PRINTED 
THEM ON JUNE 16. SEVERAL PRD LEADERS ARE TO MEET WITH PENA 
TO HEAR HIS EXPLANATION FOR THE DEPARTURE FROM THE PARTY'S 
POLICY LINE. 

AXELROD 
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